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Jan Evangelista Purkyne was born in Libochovice, Bohemia on December 17, 1787
and died eighty-two years later in Prague on July 28, 1869. He was a pioneer
experimental physiologist whose investigations in the fields of histology (study
of fine structure of tissue), embryology and pharmacology helped create a modern
understanding of the eye and vision, brain and heart function, mammalian reprod-
uction and the basic composition of cells.

Purkyne studied at Prague University, obtaining his M.D. in 1819 and later
becoming Professor of Physiology between 1850 and 1869. During this time he was
responsible for the discovery of the phenomenon known as the Purkinje effect (as
light intensity decreases, red objects are perceived to fade faster than blue
objects of the same brightness.) His studies of human vision had by now attract-
ed the attention of the German poet Goethe, who befriended him and was possibly
instrumental in Jan Purkyne obtaining the chair of physiology and pathology from
1823 to 1850 at Breslau, Prussia (now Wroclaw, Poland). There Purkyne created
the world's first official physiological laboratory - the Physiological Institute
- in 1842.

J.E. Purkyne is nowadays considered as being the founder of laboratory training
in connection with University teaching in Germany. He is best known for his
discovery of large nerve cells with many branching extensions found in the cortex
of the brain cerebellum in 1837 and of the very fine tissues that conduct the






























