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EDITORIAL

I+ has been said many times that the humble postage stamp can be |ikened unto the issuing state's
business or visiting card to the world outside its territory. Whilst not claiming this to be a
maxim, there is an element of truth in i+. "Is it really like that there?" we sometimes say on
gaining our first impressions from the little piece of paper in our hand. The first official
Bulletin for PRAGA 88 arrived quite recently and, if 'first impressions' are important to the
reader, then this publication is, sadly, a great disappointment. Czechoslovakia has issued some

of the finest stamps over the 70 years since 1918 and this is recognised worldwide. Why then was
so little attention paid to the English language sections of BULLETIN NO.1 before printing? So
many inaccuracies of grammar, spelling errors, too and, it seems, almost no grasp at all of the
colloquialisms of modern English. Even if we overlook all this (and we should not) we are left
with repetitive statements by different writers throughout and ....some phrases do not even make
common sense.There can be no real excuse for this shoddy output because Czechoslovakia produces
some excellent pieces of literature in English where readers would be hard pressed indeed to find
the tiniest error. This Bulletin is published in no less than six different languages — English is
just one of them - to be sent out worldwide to advertise PRAGA 88; Let us hope that someone in the
(philatelic) corridors of power in Prague will spot this in time for the next issues of Bulletins
to be checked more thoroughly. However, all is not 'doom and gloom' ...... listen to this very
charming sentence from page 24 (in English, of course): "In the exhibition halls and safes there
will be secured optimal climatic conditions and indirect lightning". Let's hope it strikes lucky
for some! We wish PRAGA 88 and its organisers every possible success. We shall support and report
on it to the best of our ability.

OUR SUMMER MEETING 1987

At the kind invitation of Fred and Yvonne Gren we met at the Shoreham-by-Sea Community Centre to be
entertained and educated (philatelically speaking) by Yvonne Wheatley. Although the weather could
have been kinder perhaps, the warmth of friendship and kindred spirits was a great alternative.We
thoroughly enjoyed Yvonne's lovely display of what we shall entitle CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S HISTORY THROUGH
ITS POSTAGE STAMPS. From pre-stamp days, through the second world war (a postcard from Theresian-
stadt saying 'We are being moved and our new address will follow soon'), That move was to the gas
chambers elsewhere! On to more modern times with colourful essays and colour trials through many
years. One would go to many meetings and still not see such material. Chairman Reg Hounsell thanked
Yvonne on behalf of all present. Sadly our President was still unable to be with us due to poor
health so we all signed and commented a lovely greetings card to Kay Goodman from the meeting. In
the evening about twenty members and friends sat down to Dinner at the Beach Hotel, Worthing - just
down the road a bit! After a jolly evening and feeling inwardly quite content, we finally made our
respective ways homeward with happy thoughts on this — another Summer meeting by the sea. Thank You,
Fred and Yvonne for all the hard work and organising you did on our behalf and for our enjoyment!

NEXT SOCIETY MEETING

At the Czechoslovak Club, London at 2.30pm on Saturday September 5. We shall be welcoming our visitor
from the Society of Postal Historians, Mr. R.L. Johnson who will display and speak on his collection
of "SERVICE SUSPENDED" MAIL. Do please try to attend if you can and support Mr. Johnson.










































