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FOREWORD

The collecting of postmarks is already very old, From the unpretentious beginnings of a few
enthusiastic individuals this collecting has grown over time to such an extent that nowadays
it is a separate entity practised all over the World. Interest in postmarks raised its head in our
country at the end of the last century. It was above all variety and beauty especially of
commemorative or unusually shaped postmarks, that attracted the collector so much that he
began to collect and arrange them.

Specialist articles dealing with postmarks were first written towards the end of the last
century. However, the foundation stone and key to the systematics of this collecting has
already been laid by the Prague born Hanus Kropf in the year 1899 with his work entitled 'Die
Abstempelungen der Marken von Oesterreich Ungarn und Lombardei-Venetien'. The
importance of this pioneer work on the cancellations used on the first postage ‘stamps of
1850 was in no way lessened by the whole series of articles appearing later both in book form
and in magazines.

After the First World War the Viennese collector Edwin Muller arrives on the scene with
numerous articles collected together and published in his well known books. His unique
work on postmarks can be summarized thus: Grosses Handbuch der Abstempelungen von
Altosterreich und Lombardei-Venetien published 1925 covering postmarks used between
1850 and 1867 i.e. on the first five issues of stamps; Die Poststempel auf der
Freimarkenausgabe 1867 von Osterreich und Ungarn, published 1930 - a sequel to the first
book; Handbook of the Pre-stamp Postmarks of Austria published 1960 covering the pre-
stanp period. In 1961 a second revised and completed edition of the 1925 book was
published.

Muller's books are exceptional works even though they do not contain a coherent survey of
postmarks or give a unified classification system. Muller did however, introduce a point
system indicating the value of individual postmarks.

With the exception of the work on pre-stamp postmarks, all these publications concentrate
on those postmarks used on certain stamps. They end with the year 1884, when the sixth
issue of Austrian stamps became obsolete. The next period, no less interesting from the
collectors' and historians point of view was wrongfully neglected. It is only recently with the
appearance of Wilhelm Klein's book dealing with the postmarks of Austria-Hungary between
1867 and 1900 that this gap was partially filled. (Die postalischen Abstempelungen und
andere Entwertangsarten auf der Osterreichischen Postwertzeichen-Ausgaben 1867, 1883
und 1890).

It is obvious that the publications to date have covered the postmarks of a given limited
period. For this reason the aim of the present book is to fill the gap to 1918 and at the same
time to provide collectors with the first complete survey of the historical development of
postmarks from the very beginnings to the year 1918. Another reason for the publication is
the number of new findings that have come to light since the last books. This indisputably
wide theme has resulted in the enforced narrowing of the geographical field to be covered.
For this very reason only postmarks of those post offices which historically fall in Czech
territory (Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia and which became part of the postal network of the
new state, the Czechoslovak Republic (28th October, 1918) are dealt with. The postmarks of



































































































